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her as he did. And Secretary Cecil, overhearing her,
asked if her Majesty had seen any spirits; to which
she said she scorned to answer him so idle a question.
Then he told her how, to content the people, her
Majesty must go to bed. To which she smiled, wonder-
fully contemning him, saying that the word must was
not to be used to princes; and thereupon said, 'Little
man, little man, if your father had lived ye [he ?] durst
not have said so much: but thou knowest I must die,
and that maketh thee so presumptuous/ And presently
commanding him and the rest to depart her chamber,
willed my Lord Admiral to stay; to whom she shook
her head, and with a pitiful voice said, * My Lord, I am
tied with a chain of iron about my neck/ He alleging
her wonted courage to her, she replied, ' I am tied, and
the case is altered with me.'" At last, "what by fail-
means/1 says Carey, " what by force, he got her to bed."
It was perfectly understood that she meant James
to be her successor. The Admiral now told his
colleagues that she had confided her intention to him
just before her illness took a serious turn. Two years
before, in conversation with Eosni, the minister of
Henry iv., she had spoken of the approaching union of
the Scotch and English crowns as a matter of course.
But it was not till a few hours before her death that
her councillors ventured to question her on the subject.
They gave out that she indicated James by a sign;
and this is also asserted by Carey, who, however, does
not seem to have been present, though probably hia
sister was. Mistress Southwell seems to write as an
eye-witness, but betrays a Catholic bias, which may
cast some doubt on her testimony. " The Council sent